
People with Disabilities join Together to Create a Cooperative that Works 
for Them: A Better Living Environment Cooperative, INC. 

ABLE’s mission is simple, to “empower people with physical disabilities to access 
reliable, self-directed care services, for complete control, choice, and flexibility in 
their lives.” This is what the United Way of Chittenden County has supported; a 
group of people with disabilities to imagine and create by providing conference 
room space on numerous occasions.  

On behalf of A Better Living Environment Cooperative (ABLE) and the 
incorporating board of directors, I thank all of the staff at the United Way of 
Chittenden County for generously letting us use their conference room for the past 
6 months. I don’t think the UWCC staff quite knew what we were meeting about 
all of those times, but they were always gracious to our members and community 
partners. By providing a space for people in their community to use, we formed an 
innovative new cooperative business in the State of Vermont for people with long-
term disabilities. 

ABLE is still in the process of recruiting members and obtaining additional start-up 
funding, and is expected to start delivering services in early 2013. When 
operational, ABLE will be cooperative run by people with disabilities to manage 
their daily personal attendant services. ABLE members will pool their resources to 
obtain the consistent and flexible personal care services they need in order to live 
independently, which allows them to increase their involvement in the community 
through employment, attending school, and volunteering.  

All of this would not have been possible without the direct-support of the Vermont 
Center for Independent Living (VCIL) and Boston College’s National Resource 
Center for Participant-Directed Services (NRCPDS), along with the Department of 
Disabilities Aging and Independent Living (DAIL) and other community partners.  

If you want to help ABLE succeed in delivering services to our community or 
become a member of ABLE here’s what you can do: 

• If you or someone you know wants to be an ABLE member, refer them to 
Santina Leporati for more information: 802-861-2896 or sleporati@vcil.org. 

• If you want to help ABLE get started, donate to VCIL on behalf of ABLE 
Cooperative through the Network for Good or the United Way. More info 
here. (Make sure you say it’s for ABLE). 
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